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GBV Assessment Tools
COMMUNITY MAPPING:
 GUIDANCE NOTE
A community map is an excellent tool for collecting qualitative data, especially in cultures that have a strong visual tradition. Maps can be created on paper with colored pens or in the dirt/sand using natural materials such as sticks and pebbles.
During a GBV-specific assessment this approach can be incorporated into focus group discussions as a means of better assessing the community’s knowledge of services available to women and girls (number, location and quality of medical and psychosocial care, for example), challenges women and girls may face in accessing services (privacy, distance, safety, for example), and the community’s perception of areas that present high risks to women and girls (public or remote areas where sexual assaults or harassment are likely to take place, for example). 
To incorporate community mapping into your assessment, follow the introductory guidance found in the Focus Group Discussion tool. Identify questions that may be “mapped” rather than addressed through discussion, and proceed with the following steps:
1. Request that a participant draw a map of the general area, camp or site. (Have materials ready – sticks, stones or other potential drawing materials – ready in case participants do not naturally reach for something.)
2. As the map is taking shape, other participants are likely to provide input or to get involved. Give plenty of time and space. 
3. Wait until participants have completely finished before you begin asking questions. Then use the below questions to help you understand risk factors and services for women and girls. After each question, give participants time to consider and indicate their responses on the map.
a. Where do people in the community go if they need medical treatment?

b. Where do people in the community go if they want to express a concern about safety?

c. Is there a place where women can go to discuss problems together?

d. Are there places on the map that are not safe for women and girls during the day? 
e. Are there places on the map that are not safe for women and girls during the night?

f. Where might a woman go for help if she is the victim of violence?
g. Where might a girl go for help if she is the victim of violence?
4. Record any visual output from this process, whether it is drawn on the ground or on paper. Be accurate and include identifying information (place names and the date the map was created).
� Guidance on community mapping has been adapted from CARE International (1998), as cited in: Researching Violence against Women: A Practical Guide for Researchers and Activists, World Health Organization and PATH, Ellsberg and Heise, 2005. 
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