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GBV Assessment Tools
Part 4: FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION

Note: This tool should be used during small group discussions. The team should ensure participants that all information shared within the discussion will remain confidential; if the secretary takes down notes, s/he will not have any information identifying or associating individuals with responses. Some of these questions are sensitive. You should take all potential ethical concerns into consideration before the discussion, considering the safety of respondents, ensuring that all participants agree that no information shared in the discussion will be divulged outside the group, and obtaining informed consent from participants. The group should be made of like members – community leaders, adult women, youth, adolescent girls, etc. – should not include more than 10 to 12 participants, and should not last more than one to one-and-a-half hours.

In order to increase acceptance and ensure that participants are not the targets of community suspicion, threats or violence, be sure to consider:

1. If you do not feel it is safe to have this discussion, or that it may cause risk for staff or participants, do not proceed. 
2. Before mobilizing participants, meet with community leaders and/or local government to explain the purpose of the assessment visit – to better understand the health and safety concerns affecting women and girls after the crisis – and the presence of the assessment team in the community. 

3. Where possible, link with a range of local women’s leaders – formal and informal – during participant mobilization. Women leaders may be involved in one focus group, but should not be present in all groups to ensure that women feel free to speak openly.

4. Where relevant, carry out focus group discussions in the displaced, refugee or returnee community, as well as in the host community.

5. Ensure that staffs facilitating focus group discussions do not ask probing questions in an effort to identify the perpetrators of violence (i.e., one specific armed group).


Focus group discussion facilitator: 

Secretary (if applicable):


Geographic region: 

Date: _______________________
 

Location: _______________________


Translation necessary for the interview: 
Yes
No

If yes, the translation was from ____________________ (language) to ____

      (language)


Sex of FGD participants: 
Male
Female

Age of FGD participants:
  10-14 years

  15-19 years

  20-24 years

  25-40 years

  Over 40 years

Essential STEPS & INFORMATION before Starting the FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION


Introduce all facilitators and translators


Present the purpose of the discussion:
· General information about your organization 

· Purpose of the focus group discussion is to understand concerns and needs for women and girls
· Explain what you will do with this information and make sure that you do not make false promises
· Participation is voluntary

· No one is obligated to respond to any questions if s/he does not wish

· Participants can leave the discussion at any time 

· No one is obligated to share personal experiences if s/he does not wish
· If sharing examples or experiences, individual names should not be shared
· Be respectful when others speak

· The facilitator might interrupt discussion, but only to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to speak and no one person dominates the discussion 

Agree on confidentiality:
· Keep all discussion confidential

· Do not share details of the discussion later, whether with people who are present or not

· If someone asks, explain that you were speaking about the health problems of women and girls 

Ask permission to take notes:
· No one’s identify will be mentioned

· The purpose of the notes is to ensure that the information collected is precise
QUESTIONS

A. We would like to ask you a few questions about the security of women and girls after the crisis:

Note: You may choose to use community mapping to approach questions 1-2.

1. In this community is there a place where women and girls feel unsafe or try to avoid? (Day? Night?) What is it that makes this place unsafe? 

2. From whom can women and girls seek assistance in case of a security problem? 

3. According to you, what could be done in this community to create a safe environment for women and girls?
4. Describe what kinds of violence women and girls faced during the crisis (not only acts of violence committed by armed actors). Adapt this question to reflect the specific context.
5. What happens to the actors of these acts of violence against women and girls? Are they punished? If so, how? 

6. Without mentioning names or indicating any one means, according to you which group(s) of women and girls feels the most insecure or the most exposed to risks of violence? Why? Which group(s) of women and girls feels the most secure? Why? 

7. How does the family treat a woman or a girl who was the victim of rape or sexual assault? How do they support her? 
8. What do women and girls do to protect themselves from violence? What does the community do to protect them? 
B.  We would like to ask you some questions about the services and assistance available since the crisis:

Note: You may choose to use community mapping to approach questions 10-11.

9. What do women usually do after they have experienced such violence? Do they seek help?

10. When a woman or girl is the victim of violence, where does she feel safe and comfortable going to receive medical treatment? 
11. Are there other services or support (counseling, women’s groups, legal aid, etc.) available for women and girls that are victims of violence? 

C.  We would like to ask you questions about a possible incident: Develop a short, contextually appropriate case study in which a woman is raped and is afraid to tell her family about what happened. Use this to frame the below questions. Be sure that the case study does not use a specific name for the woman, so it is clear that this exercise is hypothetical and is not linked to anyone specific in the community. A few sample case studies are provided below, but must be adapted and selected based on the context.
Sample case study 1: A young girl left her shelter during the night to use the latrine. She reached the latrine and entered, but while inside heard noises nearby. When she exited the latrine a man grabbed her, pulled her behind the latrines and raped her.
Sample case study 2: During an attack on the village a woman’s husband left the tukul to defend the cattle. While he was gone, rebels entered the tukul and raped the woman. The rebels attempted to abduct the woman, but she screamed and in the chaos of the attack was able to escape. 

Sample case study 3: A young widowed woman is alone in the returnee community, the sole caretaker for her two young children and her aging father. While in line to register for food distribution an NGO worker says he will give her an extra sack of rice each month if she visits him in the evenings to “keep him company.” 
12. If a woman reported that she experienced violence similar to the woman in the story, how many of you would believe her story?

13. Why do women and girls hesitate to share experiences like this with other people?

14.  Where could this woman go to receive appropriate assistance? What kind of assistance and support could she receive?

CONCLUDE THE DISCUSSION

· Thank participants for their time and their contributions.

· Remind participants that the purpose of this discussion was to better understand the needs and concerns of women and girls since the crisis. 
· Explain the next steps. Again, repeat what you will do with this information and what purpose it will eventually serve. Also inform participants if you will be back.
· Remind participants of their agreement to confidentiality.

· Remind participants not to share information or the names of other participants with others in the community.

· Ask participants if they have questions.

· If anyone wishes to speak in private, respond that the facilitator and secretary will be available after the meeting.
.  
� See the GBV Sub-Cluster Community Mapping Guidance Note.


� See the GBV Sub-Cluster Community Mapping Guidance Note.
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